
By Mike Quinn, Mayor 

On January 4, 2021, I was sworn in as the new Mayor of 

Woodway, and I am honored to be able to represent the 

residents of our Town. I have served as a 

councilmember for seven years and understand how the 

Town operates. I look forward to contributing my 

experience and skills moving forward. 

I have lived in Woodway for over 20 years with my wife 

of 35 years. Woodway is where we have raised our four 

daughters and now have the joy of grandchildren in our 

family. We love the uniqueness of Woodway and all it 

has to offer. We are surrounded by other great and 

unique neighborhoods, but being in Woodway is quite 

special. I will work to build on our history by 

preserving our open spaces and our Town’s character. 

Why would anyone want to be Mayor? Good question. 

I have recently retired after a 35-year career. I was 

fortunate to have worked in key roles across a variety of 

industries. One of the major lessons that I’ve taken 

from my experiences is that to make change you must 

be willing to jump in. As a resident of Woodway, I want 

to give back and help our community flourish. I see this 

as a great opportunity to preserve our Town for future 

generations and to build on the great work and vision 

from those that came before us. 

As I look at Woodway going forward, we have several 

challenges ahead of us. We have to address our budget 

deficit and our long-term relationship with Point Wells 

while continuing to focus on our core responsibilities, 

such as police services, fire services, and the other 

services that we legally have to provide or are important 

for our community. I believe we can best work on these 

issues together by ensuring communication about our 

Town’s issues are timely and informative. 

I am optimistic that we will get through our challenges 

and continue to make Woodway a great place to live 

and thrive. I am very encouraged by the talented 

volunteers who have shown a willingness to jump in and 

serve our community in various capacities, including 

our Town Council and Planning Commission. I hope 

to expand our outreach efforts moving forward. 

Additionally, we truly have a great Town staff that 

works tirelessly for our citizens every day to make 

living in Woodway a great experience. 

I look forward to working with and serving the Town. 

Please note our council meetings are always welcoming 

to all residents and we appreciate all input that we 

receive. 
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By Mike Quinn, Mayor 

It goes without saying that 2020 was an interesting year. 

With the year now behind us, I want to take a moment 

to reflect on our major accomplishments, from a policy, 

operational, and financial perspective. And I want to 

talk a bit about our future, which I continue to believe 

is bright. 

We began 2020 coming off a strong 2019 – having 

increased the Town’s financial reserves and delaying 

until 2022 the year we projected that our reserves would 

fall below our policy minimum. We were experiencing 

strong home sales and rising property values. In 

February, we completed a complicated and significant 

revision to our tree code, clearing & grading 

regulations, and environmentally critical areas code, 

which provided residents with more flexibility while 

preserving the character of our Town. 

The arrival of COVID-19 in March and the resulting 

economic shock affected all of us, on both a personal 

and professional basis. Like most governments and 

businesses, we closed Town Hall and in-person Town 

operations. We reduced expenditures and service levels, 

and we started what would become a year of 

uncertainty. However, with the assistance of more than 

$60,000 in Federal CARES Act funds, we obtained the 

resources we needed to operate administrative functions 

and Council meetings remotely and to allow our Public 

Works operations to continue in a safe, socially distant 

manner. 

Despite operating remotely, we worked with the 

Town’s Planning Commission to review and 

significantly revise our Comprehensive Plan and the 

development regulations. The changes, which were a 

major undertaking, would be applicable to Point Wells 

if the property is annexed to the Town. The code would 

significantly limit the scale of development at the site 

and impose design standards that would ensure that the 

project would fit the scale of the surrounding 

communities. 

In the fall, we updated the Town’s geographic 

information system (GIS) portal and made it accessible 

on our website. Now residents can  access information 

and documents concerning properties in Town. You 

can access through our website: click the Explore 

Woodway button at the top and then Woodway Parcel 

Map. Here’s a direct link: https://town-of-

woodway.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/

index.html?id=87139135b37e4ca889d79dbb2fe536c3 

We also processed a significant number of permits. We 

had more new homes built in Woodway than anytime 

that I can remember since the development of the 

Highlands. And it seems that, being stuck at home, we 

realized how many home-improvement projects we’ve 

been putting off over the years. We issued twice as 

many permits than in 2018. Home sales also spiked – 

with the Town experiencing a dramatic increase in real 

estate excise tax revenue, which is a legally restricted 

source of revenue that we use to repave our streets. 

We were concerned that the crisis would dramatically 

affect most of our revenues. But the Town’s overall 

financial condition turned out to be remarkably 

resilient. Most of us ordered things online, rather than 

shopping in person. As a result, sales taxes from these 

purchases were credited to Woodway rather than other 

cities. Our curse of being largely dependent on 

property tax revenue (which grows at 1% per year – less 

than our police and fire contracts, which increase by 3% 

per year) turned out to provide the benefit of stability 

during economically turbulent times. 

Despite what is relatively good news, I want to caution 

that we are not out of the woods yet. As we look 

forward, we continue to deal with the complexities and 

https://town-of-woodway.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=87139135b37e4ca889d79dbb2fe536c3
https://town-of-woodway.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=87139135b37e4ca889d79dbb2fe536c3
https://town-of-woodway.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=87139135b37e4ca889d79dbb2fe536c3
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Summary of Services 

Public Safety 2019 2020 2018 

Police responses 731 437 384 

Fire and EMS 

responses 

71 82 65 

Building Department – Permits Issued 

New Homes 3 5 2 

Other Building 

Permits 

19 19 6 

Clearing/Grading 6 14 7 

Short Plat 0 0 1 

All Other Permits 43 66 83 

Environmental Protections 

Tree Permits 38 29 66 

Tree Management n/a n/a 1 

uncertainty created by COVID-19. This crisis continues. While 

the Town Council and I have adjusted our budget to put the 

Town in a stronger financial position, the Town’s systemic 

financial deficit is not resolved.  

In November, we adopted a utility tax and franchise fee on the 

services of public utility providers, including water and sewer 

utilities provided by Olympic View Water & Sewer District. 

With these additional revenues, combined with a stronger than 

expected 2020, we now project that our financial reserves will 

not fall below our policy minimums until 2025. 

I can promise you that we will continue to be financially 

conservative and look for ways to optimize both revenues and 

expenses. We will continually review the Town’s finances and 

maintain our community’s reserves at a level that we believe is 

reasonable and responsible for a town our size. And we will be 

honest and transparent with you when the time comes that we 

need to ask you for the resources to maintain the services and 

quality of life that we all have come to expect. 

The Council and I are excited for the opportunities and 

challenges facing our Town and look forward to your input and 

support. 
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By Eric A. Faison, Town Administrator 

The Snohomish County Hearing Examiner has once 

again granted County staff’s request to terminate 

BSRE’s Point Wells development application. In a very 

thorough opinion, the Hearing Examiner concluded 

that the County met its burden of proving that the 

proposed development included substantial unresolved 

conflicts with the County’s code. Major areas of 

conflict include buildings that are too tall and buildings 

that are located in a landslide hazard area. The Hearing 

Examiner noted that BSRE failed to make needed 

changes to its proposal, instead choosing to request 

deviations from the code. They then failed to prove that 

the deviations were necessary and not injurious to 

neighboring properties. 

BSRE has appealed the Hearing Examiner’s ruling to 

the Snohomish County Council. The Council’s hearing 

will take place at 1:30 p.m. on March 31. You can listen 

to the hearing at https://zoom.us/j/94846850772 or by 

telephone at 1-253- 215-8782 or 1-301-715-8592. The 

meeting ID is: 948 4685 0772. For any questions about 

the hearing, please contact the County Council Clerk at 

425-388-3494 or email at contact.council@snoco.org. 

Click here to read the Hearing Examiner’s full opinion: 

https://www.townofwoodway.com/Documents/

p o i n t % 2 0 w e l l s / 1 1 1 0 1 4 5 7 %2 0 P t% 2 0 W e l l s %

20Remand.pdf. 

The Everett Herald has previously published a good 

article explaining the history of the project and the 

H e a r i n g  E x a m i n e r ’ s  r u l i n g :  h t t p s : / /

www.heraldnet.com/news/hearing-examiner-denies-

point-wells-high-rise-condo-proposal/. 

Join us on Monday, March 15 beginning at 6 pm for 

several public safety and public health presentations at 

that evening's Council meeting. Woodway's Fire & 

Police Chiefs and the Edmonds Police Chief will share 

information with the Council on 2020 activity. 

A representative from the Snohomish Health District 

will also be present to give a general public health 

update and the latest COVID information. 

To access the virtual meeting on your computer or 

mobile app: Click here to join the meeting. Or call in 

(audio only) to +1 321-209-6411. When prompted, 

enter phone conference ID: 916 226 971#.  

Chief Doug Hansen has announced that he will retire at the end of May. Because of COVID precautions, we will 

not be able to properly celebrate his 34 years of service to the Town until later in 2021. 

In the meantime, those who want to say a few words are invited to join us at our virtual Council meeting at 6 pm 

on Monday, May 17. You can join the meeting through a link in the events calendar on the Town’s website – 

www.townofwoodway.com/calendar.php. 

https://zoom.us/j/94846850772
mailto:contact.council@snoco.org
https://www.townofwoodway.com/Documents/point%20wells/11101457%20Pt%20Wells%20Remand.pdf
https://www.townofwoodway.com/Documents/point%20wells/11101457%20Pt%20Wells%20Remand.pdf
https://www.townofwoodway.com/Documents/point%20wells/11101457%20Pt%20Wells%20Remand.pdf
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/hearing-examiner-denies-point-wells-high-rise-condo-proposal/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/hearing-examiner-denies-point-wells-high-rise-condo-proposal/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/hearing-examiner-denies-point-wells-high-rise-condo-proposal/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NmNmODI2NmMtODc2OC00MmRjLWEyYTMtYzRkYTFhMWUzY2Mx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22945f0587-30f4-4c4a-af11-350f8395068c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22657497cc-96da-4d77-a4cc-c9a20a0d8a83%22%7d
tel:+13212096411,,916226971
https://www.townofwoodway.com/calendar.php
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Born in Auburn, NY, to 

Nick and Rose Picciano, 

J e a n n e t t e  a t t e n de d 

Cornell University and 

earned a degree in Home 

Economics in 1953. It was 

at  Cornel l ,  where 

Jeannette met the love of 

her life, Ross Wood. They 

w e r e  m a r r i e d  o n 

Jeannette’s birthday in 

1955 and spent the next 

57 years together until Ross’ passing in 2012. 

In 1959, Ross received an offer to work for the Boeing 

Company. They decided to come out west and try it for 

a few years. They never went back. Ross and Jeannette 

settled in Woodway in 1965. Jeannette was active in her 

community, serving on the Woodway Town Council 

for 6 years and also serving as Woodway Mayor. 

In 1988, Jeannette was appointed to fill a vacancy in the 

State House of Representatives; she served there and in 

the State Senate until 1999. Jeannette was a strong 

supporter of education and was active in numerous 

educational, community, and charitable organizations.  

Those that were lucky enough to know Jeannette loved 

her for her compassion, honesty and wisdom. She was a 

fierce proponent of women’s rights and worked hard 

for equal rights, for all. Jeannette was an extremely 

talented seamstress, sewing wedding dresses (and 

bridesmaid dresses!) for her daughters and daughters of 

family friends as well as creating many beautiful 

vestment robes for the lucky Parish Priests. 

Jeannette passed away, comfortably, at her home in 

Woodway, WA on January 9, 2021 after a long struggle 

with dementia.  

The John Bush Play Area was closed for several months 

due to COVID restrictions and some needed 

maintenance. The Public Works Department has 

completed the yearly maintenance on the play area , and 

it is now open again. 

We encourage you to continue to maintain six feet of 

distance from people not in your household, wear a 

mask, and assume that the others around you have not 

yet received their vaccinations. 

Please remember that, for the safety of wildlife and other visitors, canine companions need to remain leashed at all 

times while in Woodway’s parks. 
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By Terry Bryant, Public Works Director 

Spring is right around the corner! The Town of 

Woodway Public Works department is asking motorists 

to be extra-vigilant as your Town road crew gets to 

work repairing local roads and maintaining the rights of 

way throughout Town.  

During the Spring and Summer 

months your public works crew is 

out repairing asphalt roadways, 

pruning vegetation that intrudes 

into the roadway, improving sight 

visibility, mowing, weeding, 

clearing and replacing street signs.   

In 2016, nationwide, there were 765 fatalities in work 

zones and 143 workers died at road construction sites in 

2016. Fortunately, no Woodway Public Works 

employees are included in those statistics, and we all 

want to keep it that way. 

Our Town government has 

emphasized our employees' 

safety, ensuring they have 

the right equipment - road 

vest, hard hats, protective 

gear - but we are asking the 

public to partner with us. 

When you approach a work 

zone, watch for work 

ahead signs, orange safety 

cones and the flaggers; 

follow their instructions, 

and drive at a reasonable speed. Our workers want to go 

home to their families at the end of their day. 

So we ask that you slow down and Give ‘em a Brake. 

By Terry Bryant, Public Works Director 

In December 2020, Woodway experienced 

urban flooding due to a large storm that 

passed through the area. In anticipation of 

the storm, the Public Works department 

had personnel and equipment on standby. 

I received a call from emergency dispatch 

that water was running over the roadway on Woodway 

Park Road, Makah Road, and Richmond Beach Road. A 

type II catch basin had become plugged by debris that 

had washed down from a small stream on Makah. The 

debris laden water then 

crossed the roadway and 

covered a catch basin 

further exacerbating the 

situation.  

Crew Lead Scott Wynne 

was dispatched to the 

scene. In the middle of the 

storm, Scott was able to clear 

both the culvert and catch 

basin on Makah and 

Woodway Park Road within a few short hours. I also 

dispatched Scott to Richmond Beach where he oversaw 

a vactor truck cleaning the mud and debris that had 

completely covered Richmond Beach Road. Thanks to 

the expertise of the Public Works Department, this 

stormwater emergency was corrected and cleaned up in 

a timely and efficient manner. 

Newly cleaned 

catch basin 

Flooding in the 

Woodway Estates 

Neighborhood 
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Snow arrived in Woodway just in time for Presidents’ 

Day weekend. Approximately 8” fell and were promptly 

removed by the Woodway Public Works Department. 

Ahead of the storm, they prepared by: 

• Attaching the snow plow and ice-melt spreader to the 

Ford F250; 

• Attaching a snow plow to our smaller Kubota RTV; 

• Altering the crew schedules to provide 24-hour 

coverage; 

• Replacing the chains on our chainsaws, in case of 

downed trees; and 

• Refueling all vehicles, our small equipment, and our 

tractor. 

They previously purchased 3,000 pounds of ice melt, 

which was positioned for easy loading. 

When the snow started falling, the crew cleared the 

streets based on the order in the Town’s Standard 

Operating Procedures (“SOP”), which outlines the 

highest priority snow routes. 

Thank you, Terry, Scott, and Collin for keeping 

Woodway’s streets snow-free! 

Ford F250 with plow and spreader installed 

Woodway streets - new-fallen snow 

and freshly plowed 

Collin, hard at work on the night shift 
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By Mike Quinn, Mayor 

My January appointment as 

mayor created a vacancy on the 

Town Council. At its March 1 

meeting, the Council interviewed 

six highly qualified candidates 

a n d  s e l e c t e d  P l a n n i n g 

Commissioner John Brock as the 

Town’s newest Councilmember. 

Councilmember Brock has been an active member of 

the community – having regularly attended Town 

Council meetings over the years. He has served on the 

Town’s Planning Commission since January 2020. 

During the interview process, John expressed an 

interest in the process and details of local government. 

He noted that our local Town government has been “a 

bright spot, a welcome relief, and positive counterpoint 

to the chaos of our national politics.” “I am honored to 

be involved in that effort,” he said. 

John grew up in Edmonds and joined the 

Coast Guard after graduating from high 

school. He served on active duty and as a 

reservist for a total twelve years. He studied 

civil engineering and land surveying in 

college. He currently works for a computer 

software company, providing technical 

support and development team work. He 

lives in the Woodway Estates neighborhood. 

Councilmember Brock will serve in his Council 

position until the certification of the next general 

election in November 2021. The winner of the election 

will serve through December 31, 2021, plus an 

additional four-year term beginning January 1, 2022. 

I and the Council look forward to working with John 

and serving the Town of Woodway.  

By Jill McCammon, Deputy Clerk/Permit Technician 

The Planning Commission held two virtual public 

hearings on Point Wells Subarea Plan and the Urban 

Village Zone District in October and November 2020. 

The focus of the hearings was to hear public comment 

and review draft revisions, agreed to by the Town and 

the City of Shoreline staff, as part of the 2019 

Settlement and Interlocal Agreement with City of 

Shoreline regarding future annexation of Point Wells by 

either jurisdiction. The Planning Commission 

considered public comment, reviewed and discussed 

proposed amendments to the subarea plan and the 

zoning ordinance, passed two resolutions and 

forwarded their recommendations to the Town 

Council.  

At the February 3, 2021 Planning Commission meeting, 

it was announced that Robert Allen, long-time Planning 

Commissioner retired. Mr. Allen had served as a 

Planning Commissioner since February 2003 and served 

on the Board of Adjustments prior to that. Thank you, 

Bob, for your unwavering dedication to the Town! We 

appreciate your willingness to pitch in, whether by 

opening your home for meetings while the Town Hall 

was under construction or for your expert brat grilling 

at the Town Fair. Your thoughtful deliberation and 

willing smile will be missed. 

Commissioner Per Odegaard was elected as Chairman 

and Commissioner Lisa Marquart was elected as Vice 

Chair. Town Planner Bill Trimm presented his annual 

report of activities undertaken by the Commission 

during 2020.  
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General Government: 

• Approved Ordinance 2020-619: Amending WMC 

3.16.030 - Public Utility Tax. 

• Approved Ordinance 2020-620: New WMC Chapter 

3.18 - Franchise Fee. 

• Reviewed the 3
rd

 Quarter 2020 Finance Report. 

• Held four public hearings on the 2021 budget. 

• Approved Resolution 2020-422: 2021 Property Tax. 

• Approved Resolution 2020-423, to authorize, ratify, 

and confirm the allocation of funding from the 

Coronavirus Relief Fund. 

• Approved Ordinance 2020-621: WMC 4.01 Home 

Occupations. 

• Authorized the Mayor to sign the Employment 

Contract for Town Administrator Eric Faison. 

• Approved Ordinance 2020-622: 2021 Budget. 

• Approved Ordinance 2020-623: 2020 Budget 

Amendment. 

• Accepted Mayor Nichols’ resignation and thanked her 

for more than 20 years of service to the Town. 

• Appointed Councilmember Mike Quinn as the new 

Mayor. 

• Appointed Elizabeth Mitchell as Mayor Pro Tem. 

• Approved Resolution 2021-424: Authorized Signers 

on US Bank Account. 

• Authorized the mayor to execute the Interlocal 

Agreement with Snohomish Health District for 2021 

Per Capita Contribution. 

• Appointed Planning Commissioner John Brock to the 

vacant Council Position #2. 

Land Use & Planning: 

• Held Public Hearings on and approved Ordinance 

2020-624: Point Wells Subarea Plan 2020. 

• Held Public Hearings on and approved Ordinance 

2020-625: WMC 14.40: Urban Village Zone Text 

Amendments & WMC 14.60: Urban Village Design 

Standards. 

• Authorized the mayor to execute the contract with 

William Trimm for Town Planner Services. 

Public Works & Lands: 

• Authorized the mayor to execute the contract with 

Iron Creek Construction, Inc. to complete the 

Kulshan Road stormwater project. 

• Authorized the mayor to execute the interlocal 

agreement with Olympic View Water & Sewer 

District for a joint water main/stormwater project in 

Twin Maples. 

• Authorized the mayor to execute the agreement 

amending the HOA regulations for the Deer Creek 

Park property. 

Building & Municipal Services: 

• Viewed a demonstration of the new GIS system. 

• Authorized the Town Administrator to execute the 

settlement agreement related to permit activity. 

• Discussed updates to Title 12 - Buildings and 

Construction. 

Public Safety:  

• Authorized the mayor to execute the Interlocal 

Agreement with Snohomish County for Jail Services. 

To My Woodway Friends, 

My twenty years as your mayor was capped by beautiful gestures of grace and appreciation as evidenced 

by the many email messages and even handwritten thank you notes that I received. And yes, I even 

received FLOWERS! To each of you, I extend my heartfelt thank you. 

Carla Nichols, Former Mayor 
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